
Pensions 

Due to active opposition by   
unions, House Speaker Will 
Weatherford’s priority to over-
haul of the state’s pension system, failed on 
the Senate floor. 

The plan would have steered new state       
employees toward private pension funds and 
away from the traditional defined benefit plan, 
thus destabilizing the fund over time.  

Wage Theft 

We protected our county's 

wage theft regulations from 

a Republican attempt 

to shield businesses from retaliation when they 

steal from their employees. Miami-Dade has 

some of the best protection against wage theft 

in the state.  

Tallahassee Report 

Jackson Legislation 

 
We protected Jackson funding by 

getting a Medicaid redistribution   

formula delayed that would have 

cost our public hospital $140 million. 

We killed an amendment that would have hurt 

Jackson employees by taking power over labor 

contracts away from the County Commission 

and giving it to the Public Health Trust. We 

fought the votes of PHT member and state 

Rep. Michael Bileca and other Miami-Dade 

Republicans in the House. Dade Delegation 

chair Rep. Eddy Gonzalez and Senators      

Miguel Diaz de la Portilla and Rene Garcia  

assisted us in  getting the proposal wiped out. 

 

Highlights from the 2014 Session 

WINS 

Saved $140 Million for Jackson  

Protected JHS Labor Contracts  

Protected State Pensions 

Stopped Bad Wage Theft  Bill 

LOSSES 

ARNP Bill Failed to Pass 

No Medicaid Expansion 

Minimum Wage Not Raised 
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Nurse Practitioner Scope 

Despite strong support in the House, 

the bill to expand scope of practice 

for nurse practitioners died in the 

Senate, in part due to resistance by the Florida 

Medical Association. 

 

Medicaid Expansion 

Once again, the Legislature failed to                  

expand Medicaid to cover up to a mil-

lion Floridians. Meanwhile, nearly a 

million Floridians signed up for Obamacare by 

the end of March 2014, proving that the Legisla-

ture is on the wrong side of healthcare history. 

In-State Tuition 

The Legislature passed a historic 

bill granting in-state college tuition to 

undocumented students who attended 

at least three years of high school in 

Florida. Undocumented students in  

Florida gained the same right to in-state tuition      

as their high-school peers. 

 

Minimum Wage 

A proposal to increase the minimum wage              

to $10.10 never got off the ground despite ten     

legislators spending a week living on minimum 

wage to prove the point that reform is needed.  

SEIU Local 1991’s        

Tallahassee press 

conference about 

the need to expand 

healthcare to        

Floridians dying    

without coverage  

received national 

media attention. 

See www.seiu1991.org 

for details. 
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