
 

 

April 20, 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Florida Legislators,  
 
In the final two weeks of the 2021 Legislative Session, I am writing today to urgently ask for you to vote 
NO on Senate Bill 1014 and House Bill 835, legislation that would be a blow to the women and men who 
have been on the frontlines of the global pandemic. 
 
During the opening day of session Senate President Wilton Simpson said of our frontline workers, “We 
must do everything we can to protect these heroes.” Governor Ron DeSantis said, “We thank the health 
care professionals throughout Florida who cared for those who became ill due to COVID.” We need 
every state lawmaker to stand behind these words. We need each of you to support the nurses, doctors, 
and healthcare professionals who treated the sick and dying. 
 
A recent article in the Miami Herald highlighted the unthinkable stress that caregivers have experienced 
in the COVID-19 units at Jackson Health System. Please take a moment to read this great article, which is 
an accurate account of what the lives of our nurses, doctors, and healthcare professionals have been 
like. Healthcare workers have put their lives on the line for the community for more than a year. These 
women and men have been running straight into the COVID-19 battle to protect our community. This 
pandemic has been a world war fought in hospitals across our state and right here in our own backyard. 
The physical and mental strain to these caregivers has been unprecedented and something that we will 
be dealing with for years to come even when COVID-19 is gone.  
 
We need you to vote NO on Senate Bill 1014 and House Bill 835. Your NO vote shows every nurse, 
doctor, and healthcare professional that you truly care. Your NO vote shows us that you support our 
constitutional right to empower workers. Vote NO if you were sincere about wanting to protect us. We 
have stood by you and our entire community, now we ask that you stand up for us. 
 
Thank you, 

 

Martha Baker, RN 
President, SEIU 1991 


